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Yongwang zhiqian (‘bravely go forwards’)

'Onwards and upwards!’
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Genesis and acknowledgements

Drafts for the first few lessons of Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin
started to appear as long as six years ago, and since that time it has been completely
revamped at least twice, and then additionally revised or re-ordered two or three times.
The resulting work has been used in near final form for several years in the beginning and
intermediate courses of MIT’s regular Chinese language program, and over the past few
years, has been made available to the public through MIT’s OpenCourseWare. (Chinese
IV, the last segment, goes online in April 2007.)

It is not exaggeration to say that everyone associated with MIT’s Chinese
language program over the last five or six years has contributed in some way to the final
product. Students and teachers have gamely put up with earlier versions, some of them
appearing just-in-time, with no small number of typos and errors. It helped to be writing
in the new millennium, when pinyin and character material could be produced
electronically with proper formatting and illustrations, then easily revised and delivered
to students from course websites. It also helped to be at an institution where there was
enthusiasm for novelty and experimentation.

My colleagues in the Chinese language program throughout the years that this
book was being developed have been Tong Chen (%44 ), who started at MIT when I
began there ten years ago, and Jin Zhang (7k %%), who joined our small group a few years
later. Tong Chen provided the raw text for many of the conversations and narratives in
the later units of the book: conversation 9.3 on bargaining for example, the recipe in 11.5,
and the long narratives on kinship, the Chinese school system, and on his hometown,
Tianjin, all in Unit 12. He also contributed much of the background information and the
first version of the long dialogue in the supplementary Menu lesson.

Jin Zhang provided the stroke-order appendices at the end of every character
lesson, and both she and Tong Chen, in addition to proving raw material, also helped to
improve almost all of the Chinese texts, thought up apt examples, noted mistakes in the
Chinese, and made suggestions on the basis of their broad language teaching experience.
Min-min Liang (3£ #4%), who had taught with us briefly before rejoining the program as
the book neared completion, not only edited some of the later material, but scrupulously
reported errors and typos in the late units as she used them to teach Chinese IV. And
Amy Liang (3£ % %), who attended a good number of the classes when the new materials
were being used, joined me for tea for many afternoons at ‘Au Bon Pain’ so that I could
grill her for examples and check on usage.

Thanks also go to: Li Yongyan (=& %) from Nanjing, and later, City University
of Hong Kong, for gathering examples of nursery rhymes, jingles and light verse from
her friends for use in the Rhymes and Rhythms section of each Unit; and to Jordan
Gilliland, who as an undergraduate and graduate student at MIT, developed the
multifaceted flashCube program that, among its many functions, has allowed students to
test themselves on the material in Learning Chinese.
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Finally, I must acknowledge the people who made this enterprise possible in the
first place, the teachers who covered the same ground as Learning Chinese when I was an
undergraduate student at Columbia University and gave me my foundation in Mandarin:
Chih Ping C. Sobelman (#; 7k % /) and Roger Yeu (4 75 -F).

Where friends and colleagues have provided dialogue or narrative material for the
book, I have tried to remember to acknowledge them by name. Even though I did not
always take their advice, and frequently injected my own idiosyncratic views into the
final product, their willingness to assist and discuss issues has made the book much better
than it would otherwise have been.

Enrollments in Chinese classes increased regularly over the years I taught Chinese
at MIT, so that I am unlikely to be able to recall the names of all those students who
deserve to be noted for contributions over and above the normal enthusiasm and
resilience that almost all my students have brought to the task of learning Chinese. So at
the risk of omitting a few names, let me cite Kevin A. McComber, who carefully checked
through a number of units and provided useful feedback, and Justin M. Paluska and
Erwan M. Mazarico who over the course of several semesters, regularly sent me lists of
typos and other infelicities that they noted in their perusal of the materials.

After teaching Chinese for so long and — in the time honored fashion of language
teachers -- preparing supplementary materials for fine textbooks written by others, I
decided it was time to write my own so that I could indulge my own preferences. The
result is this book. My hope is that there will be pleasure in it for both students and their
teachers.

FE o fu o TdF2E 0 FLETRZE
Z1 yug, zht zhi zh¢, burt hao zhi zh¢€, hao zht zhé bura 1€ zht zhé!
The Master [Confucius] said:
‘Knowing it is not as good as love for it; love for it is not as good as delight in it.’
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Preface

The essential features of
Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin.

Learning Chinese can be divided into four parts: Units 1-4 with Character lessons 1-3;
Units 5-7 with Character lessons 4-6; Units 8-10 with Character lesson 7; and Units 11
and 12. The Character lessons at the point where students can read sufficiently well to
make use of graded readers of the sort already available. In addition, there is a chapter
that provides some general background to the language, a preliminary lesson on the
sounds and their transcription, and an appendix on the Chinese menu. Ten essential
features of the book are listed below:

1. It is for a diverse audience.

The book is intended for a diverse audience, specialist and non-specialist alike. But it is
particularly conceived for the latter group, for whom language courses are the major
source of knowledge of China as well as Chinese. Such students need a course that not
only guides them towards basic conversational and literary skills, but also stimulates their
curiosity about the linguistic setting of the language and the geography, history and
culture of the lands where it is spoken. On completing Learning Chinese, students will
have a solid foundation for further study of the language, whether in a specialized
program of Chinese studies, or in conjunction with work or further study in a Chinese
speaking country.

2. It has a discursive style, with content woven into units.

The textbook proceeds discursively, with content organized in units that are made up of a
dozen or more topics. A unit (including the character portion) may take three weeks or
longer to complete. This approach makes it possible to introduce a wealth of
interconnected material that can form the basis of engaging conversations and interesting
narratives. So, for example, the final unit of Part 1 introduces (among other things) time
phrases, names and titles, introductions and subjects of study. These are practiced
piecemeal in the early classes; but later, they are woven together along the lines of the
culminating dialogue of that unit (in which a Chinese businessman strikes up a
conversation with an overseas student on a bus in Sichuan). Within each lesson, topics
are selected so students can build up a conversational repertoire that can be practiced,
personalized, and extended from lesson to lesson.

3. It is intellectually stimulating.

The textbook is exuberant rather than restrained. Its Chinese content is current and lively,
with subjects that range from ordering food to bargaining, from visiting temples to
discussing conditions in Tibet. It is also larded with quotations, rhymes, popular culture,
linguistic information, and historical and geographical notes. It is intended to be an
intellectually stimulating resource for both students and teachers alike.
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4. Its contents are easily transformed into classroom activities.

The selection and ordering of topics is based on the author’s experience learning and
teaching Chinese over several decades. It is guided by what the beginning student is
likely to encounter in and out of the classroom setting, as well as by the need to provide a
broad foundation of grammatical, lexical and cultural information for future work in
Chinese. It mixes practical topics, such as providing biographical information, buying
train tickets, or giving toasts, with topics of general interest, such as geography, regional
languages and brand names. Such topics are easily enriched with online materials (such
as satellite maps, photographs, video clips and advertisements); they are also easy to
transform into effective classroom activities.

5. It can be used for self-instruction.

With occasional help from a Chinese speaker, particularly in the early stages, Learning
Chinese can serve as a manual for self-instruction. It introduces the language
systematically; it has extensive explanations about grammar and usage, as well as
suggestions about how to learn the material; it provides a pathway for the inductive
learning of characters; it comes with the flashCube learning and testing program (see
#10); and it can be accessed electronically, with a selection of audio files and other
materials from MIT’s Opencourseware.

6. Its character lessons can be omitted or used independently.

Chinese is learned more effectively when the enormous task of learning to read in
characters is separated from the task of learning the sounds, lexicon, grammar and usage
of the language. Because Learning Chinese separates character reading from other
aspects of learning the language, students who wish to study or review the colloquial
language without reference to characters can ignore the character components; while
those with sufficient grammatical knowledge can study the character material alone.

7. It emphasizes reading skills over writing; it teaches simplified and traditional
characters simultaneously.

The character lessons focus on learning to read in characters. Writing is encouraged for
its aesthetic qualities, and as a way to draw attention to the distinguishing features of
characters; so is word processing, which makes use of character recognition skills. But
the emphasis is on reading. Rather than selecting one character set as primary (or offering
separate versions of character material), both the traditional and the simplified are
introduced simultaneously. Given the fact that the majority of characters have either only
one form or very similar forms, learning to read both is quite feasible. For writing
purposes, however, students should probably choose one or the other as their primary
medium.
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8. It uses an inductive approach to promote character reading.

The character lessons are placed at the end of each unit so that, for the most part, the
language represented by the characters is already familiar. Within the lessons, characters
are exemplified first in compounds and phrases, then in sentences, dialogues, and
narratives, as well as in data sets that present information in tabular form. The approach
is inductive. It attempts to provide enough context at each step to make reading possible,
and to thereby ease the process of familiarization and discourage studying from isolated
lists.

9. It accommodates supplementary material.

Learning Chinese is envisioned as the foundation text for a sequence of Chinese language
courses, but although it is comprehensive in its coverage, it can easily accommodate
traditional or online supplements of the kind that teachers use to enrich a course and
make it their own. Nowadays, such materials range from podcasts for listening and blogs
for reading to voice-over-IP telephony for actual conversation. These tools can enrich the
learning environment but their effectiveness still depends on a strong foundation of
linguistic and cultural knowledge.

10. It is accompanied by a learning/testing program called flashCube.

Assistance in internalizing lesson material is provided by way of a computer program
called flashCube, developed by Jordan Gilliland while a student at MIT. As the name
suggests, flashCube delivers through the medium of the computer what has traditionally
been provided by tools such as flashcards, vocabulary and phrase notebooks, and tape
recorders. flashCube stores, in a compact and convenient format, much of the Chinese
material presented in the book, and allows learners to test themselves into and out of
spoken or written Chinese. At their own convenience learners can test themselves on
words, phrases, or sentences, randomly or in sequence, until they are familiar with them.
The classroom can then be reserved for more naturalistic practice, for fine tuning, and for
dealing with special difficulties. flashCube comes with a host of other useful functions
that allow the creation of individualized data bases, or instant access to web-based
encyclopedic information.

Vil
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TABLE OF CONTENTS
(Part 1)

Background (15 pp)

1. China
China
Chinese places

2. Chinese speech
Chinese
Mandarin
The origins of Mandarin (speech)
Varieties of Mandarin
Regional languages or ‘topolects’

3. The written language
Written Mandarin
From Classical Chinese to modern written Chinese
Characters
Traditional and simplified characters
Homophony
Transcribing sound in characters
Pictographs, ideographs, logographs
Representing the sounds of Chinese
Hanyu Pinyin

4. Key Terms

5. Further Reading and References

Sounds and symbols (18 pp)

1 The syllable
1.1 Sound versus symbol (letter)
1.2 The syllable Ex. 1

2 Tones
2.1 The 4 tones
2.2 Tone concepts
2.3 The low-tone
2.4 The tone chart Ex.2
2.5 On the history of Mandarin tones
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3 Initial consonants
3.1 The consonant chart
3.2 Notes Ex. 3a,b
3.3 An expanded chart of initials

4 Rhymes
4.1 Notes on the rhymes Ex. 4
4.2 The value of the letter ‘e’ Ex. 5a,b
4.3 The ‘0o’ rhymes: ou versus uo/ o Ex. 6a,b

4.4 The ti-rthymes

5 Miscellany
5.1 Tonal shifts
5.2 Low-tone shift
5.3 Two single-word shifts
5.4 The apostrophe

6 Writing connected text in pinyin

7 Recapitulation Ex. 7a-h

UNIT 1 (24 pp)

1.1 Conventions
1.2 Pronunciation

1.3 Numbering and ordering
1.3.1 The numbers, 1 — 10
1.3.2 Beyond 10
1.3.3 The ordinal numbers
1.3.4 Dates
1.3.5 The celestial stems

1.4 Stative Verbs
1.4.1 Types of verbs
1.4.2 Questions and positive responses
1.4.3 Negative responses
1.4.4 V-not-V questions
1.4.5 Three degrees of response

1.5 Time and tense
1.5.1 Today, yesterday and tomorrow
1.5.2 SVsplusle
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1.6 Pronouns
1.6.1 Names
1.6.2 The particle ne and the adverb y¢é Ex. 1

1.7 Action verbs
1.7.1 Negative statements, with méiyou
1.7.2 Positive statement, with le
1.7.3 Questions
1.7.4 Summary of le-patterns
1.7.5 Mini-conversations

1.8 Conventional Greetings
1.8.1 The addition of guo
1.8.2 Reductions Ex. 2a,b

1.9 Greeting and taking leave
1.9.1 Names and titles
1.9.2 Hello
1.9.3 Goodbye
1.9.4 Bon voyage
1.9.5 Smoothing the transitions

1.10 Tones
1.10.1 Tone combos (the first 6)

1.10.2 Tone lock
1.10.3 The first ‘rule of 3’ Ex. 3a-e

1.11 Summary

1.12 Rhymes and Rhythms
Da duzi
Xido kédou

Chars 1 (23 pp); character sheets (6 pp)

1.1 General features of Chinese texts
1.1.1 Size
1.1.2 Spacing
1.1.3 Punctuation
1.1.4 Direction
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1.2 The form of characters
1.2.1 Radicals and phonetics
1.2.2 Simplified characters

1.3 Function

1.4 Writing
1.4.1 Writing in the age of word processors
1.4.2 Principles of drawing characters

a) Form b) Direction ¢) Order d) Two illustrative characters

1.5 Presentation of characters

1.6 Numbers Ex. la,b
1.7 Dates Ex. 2a,b
1.8 Days Ex. 3

1.9 Surnames and pronouns
1.9.1 Reading Ex. 4a,b

1.10 More pronouns and function words
1.10.1 Reading

1.11 SVs and associated function words
1.11.1 Phrases (simplified set, traditional set)
1.11.2 Reading

1.12 Action verbs and associated function words
1.12.1 Phrases (simplified set, traditional set) Ex. 5
1.12.2 Reading (simplified set, traditional set)

1.13 On the streets

Unit 2 (31 pp)

2.1 Pronunciation

2.2 Adverbs
2.2.1 Taiwith le
2.2.2 Other adverbs
2.2.3 Intensifying or backing off
2.2.4 Conjunctions

xi
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2.3 More SVs
2.3.1 Questions with zénmeyang ‘how [is it]’
2.3.2 Examples
2.3.3 Juéde ‘feel; think’
2.3.4 Zénmeyang as a greeting Ex. 1

2.4 Nouns and modification
2.4.1 Measure-words
2.4.2 Possessive pronouns
2.4.3 Demonstrative pronouns Ex.2

2.5 Identity
2.5.1 Questions

2.5.2 Hedging your answer
2.5.3 Naming Ex. 3

2.6 Names and titles
2.6.1 Names
2.6.2 Xing
2.6.3 Jiao
2.6.4 Asking and giving a name
2.6.5 Titles
2.6.6 Shi with names Ex. 4a,b

2.7 Location and existence
2.7.1 Some Chinese place names
2.7.2 Proximity (li...yudn/jin)
2.7.3 Zai ‘betat’
2.7.4 Zai as a main verb; zai as a co-verb
2.7.5 The verb you ‘have’ Ex. 5

2.8 Miscellany
2.8.1 Welcome
2.8.2 Particles
2.8.3 Praise

2.9 Dialogue: at the airport Ex. 6a,b
2.9.1 Airports and airlines

2.10 Reflections: What have you learned?

2.10.1 Words
2.10.2 Meaning

Xii
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2.11 Pinyin notes and practice
2.11.1 Toneless syllables

2.11.2 A pinyin quirk
2.11.3 Tone combos (the next 6)

2.12 Summary
2.13 Rhymes and rhythms
Yi zht qingwa

Da jido
Raokouling ‘tongue twisters’

Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07

Ex. 7a,b

Chars 2 (26 pp); character sheets (7 pp)

2.0 Review

2.1 First set
2.1.1 Phrases

2.2 Second set
2.2.1 Compounds
2.2.2 Set 1 in traditional characters

2.3 Third set
2.3.1 Compounds
2.3.2 Set 2 in traditional characters

2.4 Fourth set
2.4.1 Compounds
2.4.2 Set 3 in traditional characters
2.4.3 Reading (narrative and dialogue)

2.5 Form of characters
2.5.1 Representational characters
2.5.2 Additive characters — or blends
2.5.3 Phonosemantic characters
2.5.4 Character retrieval
2.5.5 An illustration

xiil

Ex. 1

Ex. 2

Ex. 3

Ex. 4
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2.6 Miscellany
2.6.1 Tone sets
2.6.2 Set 4 in traditional characters

2.7 On the street #2

Unit 3 (39 pp)

3.1 Pronunciation: initials of rows 3 and 4

3.2 Amount
3.2.1 Larger numbers
3.2.2 Some more measure phrases

3.3 Nationality
3.3.1 Country names
3.3.2 Asking about nationality
3.3.3 Foreigners
3.3.4 Have you been there? V-guo
3.3.5 More on proximity

3.4 The cardinal directions: NSEW Ex. 1
3.4.1 Dialogues

3.5 Yes and no
3.5.1 Negative questions
3.5.2 Tag-questions
3.5.3 Is it the case that...? Ex. 2

3.6 Thanks and sorry
3.6.1 Responses to thanking

3.6.2 Sorry

3.6.3 Refusal

3.6.4 Don’t Ex. 3
3.7 Things to drink Ex. 4

3.7.1 Dialogue (Shéi a?)

3.8 Why, because, so

3.8.1 Alotof Ex. 5
3.9 Money

3.9.1 Dollars and cents Ex. 6

3.9.2 How many?

3.9.3 Making a purchase Ex. 7

X1V
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3.10 Other numbered sets
3.10.1 Telephone numbers
3.10.2 Days of the week
3.10.3 Days of the month
3.10.4 Siblings
3.10.5 Yigong ‘altogether; in all’ Ex. 8

3.11 Courses and classes
3.11.1 Subjects of study
3.11.2 Talking about classes
3.11.3 Moveable adverbs (dangran; yiding) Ex. 9
3.11.4 Question words as indefinites

3.12 Dialogue: courses and classes Ex. 10

3.13 Sounds and Pinyin
3.13.1 Tone combos (the last 3 sets)
3.13.2 Initials Ex. 11a,b,c

3.14 Summary Ex. 12
3.15 Rhymes and Rhythms

Da toéu, da tou; T tou, ti téu
Sanlinchg, pao+de kuai

Appendix: Countries and nationalities

Chars 3 (24 pp); character sheets (7 pp)

3.0 Review
(fantizi, radicals and phonetics, fill-in-the-blanks)

3.1 First set
3.1.1 Phrases
3.1.2 Short descriptions Ex. 1

3.2 Second set
3.2.1 Phrases Ex.2
3.2.2 Set 1 in traditional characters

3.3 Third set

3.3.1 Phrases
3.3.2 Set 2 in traditional characters Ex.3

XV
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3.4 Fourth set
3.4.1 Phrases
3.4.2 Set 3 in traditional characters

3.5 Creating new characters
3.5.1 Representing sounds — onomatopoeia
3.5.2 Atomic elements

3.6 Miscellany
3.6.1 Set 4 in traditional characters
3.6.2 Distinguishing characters
3.6.3 Provide missing characters

3.7 On the street #3

(roads and airlines)

Unit 4 (49 pp)

4.1 Tone contrasts

4.2 Existence and location
4.2.1 Places
4.2.2 Locations
4.2.3 Existence versus location
4.2.4 Comfort stations
4.2.5 Born, grow up and live

4.3 Time Phrases
4.3.1 Topic--comment
4.3.2 Clock time
4.3.3 Time of events
4.3.4 Business hours
4.3.5 Time zones

4.4 DE revisited
4.4.1 Where the noun head is omitted
4.4.2 Where de does not appear

4.5 Names in detail
4.5.1 The form of names
4.5.2 Xing
4.5.3 Other names

XVi
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Ex. 4

Ex. 1

Ex. 2

Ex. 3
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4.5.4 Mingzi
4.5.5 Usage

4.6 Years
4.6.1 Dates
4.6.2 Historical notes on dating
4.6.3 Age
4.6.4 The animal signs
4.6.5 Year in school or college

4.7 Studying and working
4.7.1 Vocabulary
4.7.2 Major; specialization
4.7.3 To study
4.7.4 Zai+V ‘action in progress’
4.7.5 Studying; being in school
4.7.6 Work
4.7.7 College and department Ex. 4

4.8 Forms of address
4.8.1 Forms of address, instead of names
4.8.2 The changing scene
4.8.3 General titles
4.8.4 Other terms
4.8.5 Professional titles
4.8.6 From title to prefix Ex. 5

4.9 Introductions
4.9.1 Relational information
4.9.2 A note on words for husband and wife
4.9.3 Responses
4.9.4 Dialogues Ex. 6

4.10 Dialogue: on the bus to Mianyang

4.11 Food (1)
4.11.1 Short narratives

4.12 Pinyin: initial w and y Ex. 7a,b,c

4.13 Summary Ex. 8

xvil
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4.14 Rhymes and rhythms

Xinnian dao, XInnian dao
Erlou sanlou, changzhang shiji

Appendix 1: Courses of study and university names

Appendix 2: The 45 most common surnames

(Part II)

Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07

Chars 4 (21 pp); character sheets (6 pp)

4.0  Review
a) Fantizi reading
b) Radicals and phonetics
c) Fill-in-the-blanks to form words or phrases
d) Labeling the map

4.1 Set 1 with notes
4.1.1 Compounds and phrases
4.1.2 Comment — response

4.2 Set 2 with notes
4.2.1 Compounds and phrases
4.2.2 Comment — response

4.3 Set 3 with notes
4.3.1 Compounds and phrases
4.3.2 Comment — response

4.4  Set 4 with notes
4.4.1 Compounds and phrases
4.4.2 Comment — response

4.5 Traditional characters
4.5.1 Comment — response

4.6  Mingpian with vocabulary
4.7  On the street #4

1. Creative characters (Toys-5-us)
2. Names of some Mainland newspapers

xviil
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Ex. 2

Ex. 3

Ex. 4

Ex. 5
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UNIT 5 (41 pp)

5.1 Tone contrasts
5.2 Or
5.2.1 Vocabulary
5.2.2 The two ‘ors’ Ex. 1

5.3 At the beginning of class
5.3.1 Dialogues at the beginning of class

5.4  Food (2) Ex.2
5.4.1 Dialogue: ordering dishes

5.5  Expanding the V+de construction
5.5.1 Vocabulary
5.5.2 Commenting on abilities
5.5.3 Hui ‘be able’; yidianr ‘a bit’
5.5.4 Hui, néng (nénggou), kéyi, xing Ex. 3a,b

5.6 Talking to children
5.6.1 Verbs, co-verbs and serialization Ex. 4

5.7  Music and musicians
5.7.1 Singers, styles and other vocabulary
5.7.2 Dialogue: musical preferences
5.7.3 Musical instruments Ex. 5

5.8 Verbs of cognition
5.8.1 Knowing
5.8.2  Understanding
a) Dong ‘understand’

b) Kandedong
5.8.3 Reporting on questions Ex. 6a,b

5.9 Destination
5.9.1 Going places: some vocabulary
5.9.2  Where to
5.9.3 Going
5.9.4 Nar ~ nali as an indefinite
5.9.5 Destination — with other verbs
5.9.6 Specifying a time
5.9.7 Inserting foreign words Ex. 7

X1X



Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

5.0

5.1

Purpose

5.10.1 Kan ‘look at’

5.10.2 Other things to do

5.10.3 Reasons for going somewhere
5.10.4 Qu and purpose

5.10.5 Intention

In the past

5.11.1 Not having done something <yet>
5.12.2 The position of le

5.13.3 More time expressions

5.14.4 More examples of final le

And

Sports and scores

Dialogue: who won?

Pronunciation

5.15.1 Final-r in standard Mandarin
5.15.2 More than 2 low tones in a phrase
Summary

Rhymes and rhythms

Jiangji€, Jiangji€, hao Jiangji¢

Dong Cunrui, shiji sui
Yueliang zou, wo y¢€ zou

Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07

Ex. 8a,b

Ex. 9a,b

Ex. 10

Chars 5 (22 pp); character sheets (8 pp)

Review

a) Conversations in jiantizi

b) A familiar conversation in fantizi
c¢) Distinguishing characters

d) Talking about characters

Set 1 with notes

5.1.1 Compounds and phrases
5.1.2 Short dialogues

XX

Ex. 1
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5.2 Set 2 with notes
5.2.1 Compounds and phrases
5.2.2 Comment — response

5.3 Set 3 with notes
5.3.1 Compounds and phrases
5.3.2 Readings

5.4  Set 4 with notes
5.4.1 Compounds and phrases
5.4.2 Dialogues

5.5 Traditional characters
5.5.1 Comments

5.6 Formal numbers
5.7 The five elements

5.8 On the street #5

Unit 6 (40 pp)
6.1 Opposites

6.2 Describing people
6.2.1 SVs as attributes
6.2.2 Zhang + DE

6.3 Verb + guo ‘have you ever...’
6.3.1 Guo patterns
6.3.2 ‘Ever/never’ and ‘once; ever’
6.3.3 Xie ‘several’
6.3.4 Times
6.3.5 Dialogues

6.4 When, before, after
6.4.1 When
6.4.2 Before and after

6.5 When?
6.5.1 No time for....

6.6 Places of work

6.7 Directions
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Ex. 2

Ex.3

Ex. 4

Ex. 5

Ex. 1

Ex. 2

Ex. 3
Ex 4

Ex. 5

Ex. 6
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6.8 The shi-de construction
6.8.1 The position of objects
6.8.2 Shi-de in short

6.9 Dialogue: Where are you from?
6.9.1 Wanr

6.10 Calling Michael Jordan
6.10.1 Jiao with two objects
6.10.2 Finding out how to address someone
6.10.3 Dialogue
6.10.4 Yiyang ‘the same’

6.11 Food (3)

6.12 Highlights
6.12.1 Focus of class practice

6.13 Rhymes and rhythms

Néng he yi jin, he ba liang
Chong, chong chong, chong fei

Appendix: Chinese historical periods

Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07

Ex.7
Ex. 8

Ex. 9

Ex. 10

Ex. 11

Chars 6 (24 pp); character sheets (7 pp)

6.0 Review
a) Dialogue
b) Distinguishing characters
c) Comments (in fantizi)

6.1  Setl
6.1.1 Compounds and phrases
6.1.2 Reading

6.2  Set2
6.2.1 Compounds and phrases
6.2.2 Reading

6.3  Set3

6.3.1 Compounds and phrases
6.3.2 Reading

xxil

Ex. 1

Ex. 2

Ex.3
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6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

7.1

Set 4

6.4.1 Compounds and phrases
6.4.2 Reading

A tale of filial piety

Traditional characters (reading)

Animal radicals

On the street #6

Unit 7 (40 pp)

Verb Combos (1)

7.1.1 Imminence

7.1.2 Phase complements
7.1.3 Motion verbs

7.1.4 Returning

7.2 Connecting sentences

7.2.1 Yinwei ‘because’
7.2.2 Suiréan ‘although’
7.2.3 Yaoshi ‘if’

7.2.4 Dialogue: If...

7.3 Speaking languages

7.3.1 Forms with hua

7.3.2 Compounds with wén
7.3.2 Forms with yu

7.3.4 English

7.3.5 Chinese

7.3.6 Exclamations

7.4 Dialogue: Language abilities

7.4.1 Yourén ‘some people’ and similar expressions

7.5 Dialogue: Tea and coffee

7.6 Alone or with others, conveyances

7.6.1 Accompaniment
a) Together with
b) Alone
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Ex. 1

Ex. 2

Ex. 3a,b

Ex. 4
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7.6.2 Le or guo > shi...de
7.6.3 Ways of traveling
7.6.4 Time words

7.7 Cai ‘not until’

7.8 Duration
7.8.1 Units of time
7.8.2 Duration in context

7.9 More le-patterns
7.9.1 Continuing action
a) Restrictive adverbs suppress final le

7.9.2 Enduring states
a) Interchanges involving enduring states
b) Options
c) Typical verbs

7.10 Weather
7.10.1 Seasons
7.10.2 China’s weather patterns
7.10.3 Weather
7.10.4 Rain and precipitation
7.10.5 Sun and wind
7.10.6 Temperature and humidity
7.10.7 You...you ‘both ... and’

7.11 Dialogue: Talking about the weather
7.12 Co-verbs (2)

7.13 A letter home

7.14 Pronunciation practice

7.15 Highlights

7.16 Rhymes and rhythms

Dushu ra dang nu
Xido huamao, shang xuéxiao

Appendix 1: Question words
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Ex. 5

Ex. 6

Ex. 7

Ex. 8

Ex. 9
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(Part 3)

Chars 7 (28 pp)
7.0 Review
1. Answer the questions (i, ii, iii)
2. Focus on tones
3. Compose characters from constituents (i, i)
4. Dialogue

7.1 Set 1, with notes
7.1.1 Compounds and phrases
7.1.2 Comment-response
7.1.3 Reading traditional characters

7.2 Set 2, with notes
7.2.1 Compounds and phrases
7.2.2 Comment-response

7.3 Mao Zedong’s youth, with glossary
7.3.1 Questions — in traditional characters

7.4 Set 3, with notes
7.4.1 Compounds and phrases
7.4.2 ‘Sleeping on ice to procure fresh carp’, with glossary

7.5 Set 4: Weather terms, with notes
7.5.1 Compounds and phrases
7.5.2 Dialogues (traditional characters)
7.5.3 Weather reports (simplified characters) [a, b, c]

7.6 On the street #7
7.6.1 Support or oppose
7.6.2 More shop signs

CODA
Unit 8 (55 pp)
8.1 Temporal and logical sequence Ex. la,b
8.2 Sports
8.2.1 List of sports Ex.2

8.3 Comparison
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8.3.1 Non-comparatives

8.3.2 Comparison

8.3.3 Another perspective: ‘not as...’
a) M¢éi<you>...<name>; b) Bu ru‘not as’
c¢) Comparatives with V+de:

8.4 Cities, population
8.4.1 Zui ‘most; very’
8.4.2 Approximately
8.4.3 Large numbers
8.4.4 Talking about size of cities, population

8.5 Bargaining
8.5.1 At the fruit stand
8.5.2 Tastes and flavors
8.5.3 Adding or subtracting amounts
8.5.4 Cuisines
8.5.5 Banquets and toasts

8.6 Dialogue: In the store
8.6.1 Shi<qing> ‘things’

8.7 Regional languages: dialogue and narrative
8.7.1 Chinese regional languages

8.8 A narrative about Lin Mei
&.8.1 A note on ‘old’

8.9 Jobs
8.9.1 Version 1
8.9.2 Version 2

8.10 V+le revisited
8.10.1 Sequence of events
8.10.2 V-le with quantified objects
8.10.3 Other cases of V-le

8.11 Dialogue: What did you do yesterday?

8.12 Verb Combos (2)
8.12.1 Directional complements
8.12.2 Forgetting and remembering
a) Forgetting; b) Remembering; c) In song
8.12.3 T haven’t slept for two days!
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Ex. 3a,b

Ex. 4a,b

Ex. 5

Ex. 6

Ex. 7

Ex. 8

Ex. 9
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8.13 Measure words revisited
8.13.1 List Ex. 10

8.14 Aspirations Ex. 11
8.15 Highlights
8.16 Rhymes and rhythms

a) Shunkdulitr; b) About the moon; c) A never-ending story

Appendix: Additional Measure Words

Unit 9 (47 pp)

9.1 More modification
9.1.1 Other vocabulary Ex. 1
9.1.2 Dialogue: Who’s in the photo?

9.2 Clothes
9.2.1 Describing people in terms of their clothes

9.3 Bargaining, the way the Chinese might do it.

9.4 Setting the stage: Verb-zhe
9.4.1 Verbs involving configuration or bodily attitudes
9.4.2 Doors and windows Ex. 2a,b
a) Item V-zhe; b) Existence: Location V-zhe item;
c¢) Location: Person Location V-zhe <ne>; d) V-zhe V
e) V-zhe in imperatives; f) Negation

9.4.3 Ongoing acts versus persisting states
9.4.4 Perspectives Ex. 3
9.4.5 At the temple

9.5 Colors

9.6 Dialogue: buying a seal

9.7 The BA (7&) construction
9.7.1 Making tea Ex. 4
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9.8 Verb Combos (3) Ex. 5
9.8.1 Position of objects
9.8.2 More verb complements
a) Zhu b) Kai c) Shang and xia d) Zéu

9.8.3 Specialized forms
a) Q1 b) lido c¢) Semantic extensions Ex. 6

9.9 Peking Duck

9.10 Stand a little closer

9.10.1 Getting home (dialogue) Ex. 7

9.11 Destination and goal: VERB + dao, zai or géi
a) Dao b) Zai c) Géi. Ex. 8
9.12 Wang Xuéying (bio) Ex. 9

9.13 Patterns with dui
9.14 Interjections
9.15 On apologies
9.16 Highlights
9.17 Rhymes and rhythms
1. Xinnian laidao

2. Rhymed advice for healthy living
3. &7 4 Dongfang Hong

UNIT 10 (47 pp)

10.1 Feeling ill
10.1.1 A note on traditional Chinese medicine (Zhongy1) Ex. 1

10.2 More on indefinites

10.2.1 Complete exclusion or inclusion

10.2.2 Virtual exclusion or inclusion

10.2.3 Lian...dou/y¢ ‘even’

10.2.4 Paired indefinites. Ex.2
10.3 Verb Reduplication

10.4 An interview with your teacher
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10.5 Minor Constructions

10.5.1 Chule ... yiwai

10.5.2 Yuelai yue (SV) ‘more and more SV’

10.5.3 ‘Ought’ and ‘must’ Ex. 3
10.6 Xiehouyu, a form of word play
10.7 Religion
10.8 Verb Combos (4)

10.8.1 —xialai

10.8.2 — chilai

10.8.3 Moving out
10.9 Transformations (with chéng) Ex. 4
10.10 Béi ‘by’

10.10.1. Other options: géi, jiao, rang

10.10.2 What happened?

10.10.3 Dialogue Ex. 5
10.11 Seeking opinions: a dialogue

10.12 Smoking: a narrative Ex. 6
10.12.1 Smoking: a dialogue

10.13 Driving: a narrative Ex. 7

10.14 Vivid SVs (of the form SVxx)

10.15 Communication tools: a narrative Ex. 8

10.16 Waiting and rushing

10.17 Telephoning
10.17.1 Leaving a message

10.18 Chinese etiquette: a dialogue
10.18.1 Gifts

10.19 Highlights Ex. 9
10.20 Rhymes and rhythms

Appendix 1: Body parts
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11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

11.6

11.7

11.8

11.9

11.10

12.1

12.2

12.3

12.4

12.5

12.6

12.7

(Part 4)

UNIT 11 (33 pp)

Constructions with yi ‘one’

11.1.2 yi+ VERBS

11.1.3 yi+ NOUNS

Places to see in Beijing (a dialogue)
Requests

11.3.1 Mild requests

11.3.2 More imposing requests
11.3.3 Requests with implied criticism; complaints
A geography lesson

Following a recipe

Xuéxi Hanzi

Australia

To Yangzhou by way of Zhenjiang
Confrontation (1)

Rhymes and rhythms

UNIT 12 (35 pp)
Taking photographs
Mei Taide: the story
The Tian’anmen incident
Kinship
Death
The Chinese school system

Life in Tianjin

XXX

Ex.

Ex.

Ex

Ex.

Ex

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.

Ex

Ex.

Ex

Ex.

Ex.

Ex.
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.3a,b,c
4

. 5a,b,c.d
6a,b

7

. 2a,b,c

.4a,b,c

6a,b

7a,b



Learning Chinese: A Foundation Course in Mandarin Julian K. Wheatley, 4/07

12.8 Manner adverbials
12.8.1 Reduplication and the adverbial marker -de
12.8.2 Manner adverbials versus predicate complements
12.8.3 The three ‘de’s’
12.4 A vivid event (dialogue)

12.9  Confrontation (2) (dialogue)
12.9.1 Expletives and swearwords

12.9.2 Dialogue

12.10 The Northwind and the Sun.

The Chinese Menu (Zhongguo caidan)

(23 pp)
Part I: Preliminaries
1. Types of Chinese food
2. The names of dishes
3. Some specialized menu terms
4. The 8 Chinese cuisines (ba ge caixi)
5. Methods of cooking (péngtido fangfa)
6. Spices and seasonings (zudliao)
7. Ways of cutting (giéefd )
8. Tools (gongju), with example sentences

9. Usage (shuofa)

Part I1: Dialogue in a Restaurant
1. Character version
2. Pinyin version

Part II1. Sample menu items

oF
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